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CONDUCTIVITY OF VARIOUS BUILDING MATERIALS

Slab cork      ..        ..        ..        ..        ,.    0*3 average

Slag wool     ,.        ..        ..        ..        ..    0*35 average

Glass silk     ..        ,.        ..        ..        ..    0-2 to 0*3

Cellular rubber       ........    0-3 to 0-4

Eel grass      ..........    0-31 to 0*34

Cellular concrete     ..        ..        ..        ,.    0-49 to 0*9

Common timbers........    0-81 to i-n

Asbestos slabs         ..        ..        ..        ..    0*33 to 0-37

Wood Fibre Board            ......    0-38 to 0-41

Plaster Board          ........    i-i

Asbestos Cement Sheeting           ..        ..    2-0 to 3*0

Concrete with gravel aggregate     ..        .,    6-7

Concrete with lightweight aggregates      ..    i-i to 2-3

Single layer Aluminium Foil in i-in. air-space as low as 0-25.

KITCHENS
At present, many kitchen layouts are being designed and new materials
are being critically reviewed and tested in order that full advantage may be
taken of their unique properties. If these are combined with advanced
ideas on servicing and planning, the future kitchen will not be merely the
pre-war type with disconnected improvements here and there, but a well-
balanced, neat and wholly economic unit.
In these investigations, aluminium alloys are receiving much considera-
tion and an all-aluminium kitchen has recently been produced.
Practical application has already recognised the suitability of these
materials for many purposes, but data are still being sought on such items
as sinks. For instance, wash basins of aluminium alloys have been fitted in
aircraft and ships for some years and given satisfactory service, but
domestic sinks are now under investigation.
In aeroplanes and marine craft of all types, aluminium alloys have been
used extensively for fuel and oil tanks, lockers, sinks, doors and cup-
boards ; these uses suggest similar applications and extensions in the
home.
Lockers and cupboards in aluminium alloys were adopted with great
success before the war by at least one very well-known multiple caterer.
The metal is non-toxic (hence its widespread applications in dairies,
breweries, etc.) and food may be stored with absolute safety. Such
cupboards may easily be kept perfectly clean whether the metal is anodised
or is untreated. Other advantages are that they may be easily moved, are
vermin-proof and present a faultless exterior.